
 

Climate change: Present and future risks to health, and necessary responses

   
   
   
Abstract:

Recent observed changes in Earth's climate, to which humans have contributed substantially, are affecting
various health outcomes. These include altered distributions of some infectious disease vectors (ticks at
high latitudes, malaria mosquitoes at high altitudes), and an uptrend in extreme weather events and
associated deaths, injuries and other health outcomes. Future climate change, if unchecked, will have
increasing, mostly adverse, health impacts - both direct and indirect. Climate change will amplify health
problems in vulnerable regions, influence infectious disease emergence, affect food yields and nutrition,
increase risks of climate-related disasters and impair mental health. The health sector should assist society
understand the risks to health and the needed responses.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2796.2011.02415.x   

Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Policymaker

Early Warning System:  

resource focus on systems used to warn populations of high temperatures, extreme weather, or other
elements of climate change to prevent harm to health

 A focus of content

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Air Pollution, Extreme Weather Event, Food/Water Security, Food/Water Security, Human
Conflict/Displacement, Sea Level Rise, Temperature, Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature:  

Author(s): McMichael AJ, Lindgren E
Year: 2011

Journal: Journal of Internal Medicine. 270 (5): 401-413
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Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Co-Benefit/Co–Harm (Adaption/Mitigation):  

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases 

A focus of content

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 General Health Impact, Infectious Disease

Infectious Disease: Foodborne/Waterborne Disease, Vectorborne Disease, Zoonotic Disease

Foodborne/Waterborne Disease: Salmonellosis

Vectorborne Disease: Tick-borne Disease

Zoonotic Disease: General Zoonotic Disease

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation, Mitigation

Model/Methodology:  

type of model used or methodology development is a focus of resource

 Exposure Change Prediction, Outcome Change Prediction

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Children, Low Socioeconomic Status

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Timescale:  

time period studied
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 Long-Term (>50 years)

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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